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Mentoring
During COVID

Covid did not stop our matches from spending time together the last six months. While we were 
unable to take photos of actual activities, the photos below suggest things that were reported to 
us by our mentor/mentees over the summer. They include: walks in the park, barbeque/grilling, 
biking, sharing recipes and books, crafts, letters, phone calls, Zoom Bingo, and “lots of” GOLF!



Mentors
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Mentoring in Real Life
Social distancing fu-u-u-u-u-n-n-n-n! 

Fall of 2019 was an exciting time for 
RUSC Kinship’s Lunch Buddy program 
where 3 of the 4 schools in the county 
participated. There was high enthusiasm 
among the 2nd grade teachers, the 
adult lunch buddies and the kids.  
We started the year with 44 Adult/
Student matches. The students quickly 
got to know their adult buddies and 
excitement ran high on Lunch Buddy 
days. In February, Kay Feuchtenberger 
was hired as Program Coordinator of 
the Lunch Buddy program. In the midst 
of snowstorms and sickness, Kay got 
to experience Lunch Buddies at each 
school just one time. Then COVID-19 
rolled in and put the program on 
hold. That “being on hold” status will 
continue throughout the 2020/2021 
school year, but we are eyeing the 
future with hope. We were able to 
survey our adults, students, and 
teachers in spite of the shortened 
program and the results are so positive. 
Adults reported feeling a greater sense 
of connection with a community and 
more purpose.  Many commented on the 
delight of watching their young buddy’s 
enthusiasm for life and learning. 
Children reported looking forward to 
spending time reading and talking with 
someone who was their very own friend. 

It is so fun to watch their eyes light up 
when they spot their adult buddy.  One 
child suggested we could make Lunch 
Buddies better by doing it every day! 
The cross generational bonds were 
often mentioned in the surveys as being 
very valuable. One adult buddy stated, 
“It is good for my soul to spend time 
with kids.”  And a student, referring to 
their adult buddy said, “They make you 
feel happy!”  Even with such a limited 
meeting time, reading through the 
surveys makes the impact Lunch Buddies 
has on the participants very apparent. 
Students, adults and teachers all place 
high value on the time they get to spend 
together.

As we move through this school year 
with Lunch Buddies on hold, we are 
planning for the future. We are hoping 
to make some minor revisions to the 
program to be able to extend its reach 
and maintain its impact. Truthfully, 
we cannot wait to get back to the 
relationships that are built over those 
noon hours together. It is so rewarding 
to see the 2nd graders enjoying time 
with their adult buddies and the smiles 
on the adults’ faces as they eat lunch 
and read together. The new school year 
has just started, but truthfully, we hope 
2021/22 comes quickly. 

Lunch Buddies Second Year

We were a little bummed that we 
couldn’t enjoy the Garden Gala at 
the Pomme de Terre park this year, 
so RUSC Kinship Mentoring created a 
scavenger hunt! This fun activity was 
available for the kids and families to 
enjoy while keeping safe and enjoying 
the outdoors all summer long. 
Thanks to the Morris Dairy Queen for 

offering a free treat for everyone who 
completed the list during our summer 
kick-off in June and RUSC Kinship also 
gave a prize basket to the winning 
team! In August we had our first in-
person group activity: Kayaking with 
Dani’s Nature Camp! It was good to 
see everyone and take advantage of 
the outdoor activities!
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Thank you to our Donors!

Allen Anderson
Rochelle Anderson
Warrenn & Jeri Anderson
Dorothy Chizek
Tammy Dierks
Jeanne Ennen
James Erickson
Cheryl Estenson
Arvid Johnson
Erin Koehntop
Yvonne Krupke
Algene Larson
Carter Moser
Joanie Murphy
Sandra Nelson
Edward Perrault
Virginia Perreault
Phyllis Rickmeyer
Lowell Rohloff
Diane Strobel
Rachel Varga

 CoBank
Dental Depot, LLC
Donnelly Co-op
Federated Telephone

Just Us Boutique
Minnwest Finance, Inc
Mohr Plumbing & Heating
Morris & Associates

Township of Pepperton

“Golf  FORE  Mentoring”
RUSC Kinship is so thankful that we were able to hold our annual Golf Fore Mentoring event in August. It was a great 
evening full of fun and fellowship! Thank you to everyone who made it a success!

“CHAMPIONS FOR KINSHIP”
Jeanne Ennen • Erin Koehntop • Don & Algene Larson • Lawn & Driveway Service • Joanie Murphy • Trevor & Jennifer Seales 

In Memory Of . . . 
Wally Feuchtenberger
Rosalie Christensen

In Memory Of . . . 
Charles Krasses
Virginia Perreault

In Memory Of . . . 
Ginny Hagen
Virginia Perreault

In Memory Of . . .  
Joe Lembcke	
Rentz agency

In Memory Of . . . 
Rosella Staples
Rentz agency

In Memory Of . . . 
Mary Anderson
Rosalie Christensen

In Memory Of . . . 
Shirley Anderson
Rosalie Christensen

In Memory Of . . . 
Edell Swanson
Rosalie Christensen

RUSC Kinship Mentoring 

also received a grant from:

 � Good Shepherd Lutheran   	
Church, LCMC

�Stevens Community 
Medical Center

I am thrilled to be a part of providing Stevens County 
Youth with another positive adult in their life.

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

I have enclosed my one‑time 
gift of:  $20 

 $50  	
 $100    
 $500   
 $

Make checks payable to RUSC Kinship Mentoring and mail or deliver to: 215 Atlantic Ave. •  Morris, MN 56267; 
or donate securely online at: rusckinship.org/help-support-our-kids.
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Yes!
 I would like to be a 

“Champion for Kinship”
by sending the same amount every 

month (min. $5/mo. or $60/yr.) 
I have enclosed  $	       as my 

first  monthly  annual gift.

 Organization	   Individual


